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UoSAT-OSCAR 11 Resurrected 


After more than ten weeks of puzzling 
silence, UoSAT-OSCAR 11 has been restored 
to operation. The newest OSCAR became 
silent after a successful launch’ from 
Vandenberg AFB in California on March 1. 

Hopes’ of saving the satellite were 
fading, until May 11-13, when hams at 
SRI International in California, and their 
outpost in Greenland, heard very weak 
Signals coming from the command receiver 
local oscillator. The weak signals indi- 
cated that the spacecraft was still alive, 
but chances of recovery were not known. 

Although this observation did not lead 
directly to the recovery of the satellite, 
it did confirm that orbital predictions 
provided by the NASA tracking stations 
were correct.. (See Vol. 3, No. 7.) 


{ FCC Acting Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Thomas B. Fitzpatrick has ordered 
the station license of Randy L. Ballinger, 
WB6MMJ, revoked and his General class 
operator license suspended for one year, 
for willfully and repeatedly violating FCC 
Sections 97.84(a) and 97.123 (failure to 
identify) and 97.125 (willfull or mali- 
cious interference) of the Commission's 
rules. According to the Summary Decision 
released May 10, Ballinger was issued an 
order to show cause why his_ station 
license should not be revoked and his 
operator license suspended for the 
remainder of its term. 

In 1981, Ballinger complained to the 
Long Beach, California FCC office about 
daily interference he was getting on 
144.730 MHz. Ballinger said that the 
interference came from a daily net. 
Ballinger's complaints were investigated 
by James M. Lafontaine, Electronics 
Engineer at the Long Beach office. 
Lafontaine monitored the frequency on 
three occasions and found no interference. 

Beginning at about the same time as 
Ballinger's complaints, the Long Beach FCC 


Based partially on this observation, 
the command station at Surrey, England 
transmitted commands at 1101 UTC on 
Monday, May 14. Although the 144 MHz com- 
mand frequency was tried unsuccessfully, 
the 438 MHz commands succeeded. OSCAR 11 
Sprang to life at 1423 UTC. New Jersey 
ham Phil Karn, KA9Q reported strong tele- 
metry signals on 145.825 MHz. 

UoSAT-OSCAR 11 is the second Amateur 
Radio research satellite built at Surrey, 
England with help from AMSAT groups around 
the world. UoSAT-OSCAR 11 combines 
numerous experiments including digital 
communications, SSTV and synthesized voice 
telemetry. Beacons are at 145.825 and 
435.025 MHz. 


interference 
These 


office also rece ived 
complaints from the net operators. 
complaints continued for two years. 

In mid-November, Lafontaine received 
an interference complaint from one of the 
net members. Monitoring 144.735, 
Lafontaine established the general direc- 
tion of the. interfering signal. The next 
day, Lafontaine used 
equipment to pin-point the source of 
interference at the start of the net, and 


made recordings of the interfering signal. — 
When the jamming stopped, Lafontaine 


left the mobile monitoring station and 


went to inspect Ballinger's station. "On | 
Lafontaine found that 


inspection 
Ballinger's transmitter was on, was warm 


to the touch and was capable of operating 


on 144.735 MHz." 

Earlier, in reply to his Notice of 
Violation, Ballinger did not dispute the 
violations. "He explained that ‘since che 
FCC didn't take any action against the 
other people on the frequency of 144.734 
for maliciously interfering with my com- 
munications that the FCC didn't care and 


(continued on next page) 


direction-finding © 


(Ballinger continued) 


were [Sic] not going to do anything about 
problems on that frequency. I was tired 
of being jammed and something had to be 
done about the problem."' 

The "ultimate findings and_ conclu- 
sion," of the FCC stated that "The Review 
Board has previously emphasized that this 
Commission cannot tolerate the use of 
‘vigilante tactics,' noting that one who 
uses such tactics becomes part of the 
problem and only aggravates the 
situation." 

"It is established that Ballinger 
willfully and maliciously violated 47 CFR 
Grebaka) wi Wukesu Vande. Sheleo. The 
Commission has stressed that malicious 
interference in any radio service is a 
serious matter, that it is. 'the.. most 
serious violation' found in the Amateur 
Radio Service fandj that it warrants the 
'most stringent penalty.'" Ballinger has 
thirty days to make an appeal on this 
decision. 


G@ "Multiband, Broadband, 
Independent Antennas, an Overview," will 
be aired by Dr. John "Jack" Belrose, 
VE2CV, on the June 21 North American 
Teleconference Radio Net (TSRNa) 
Belrose is an ARRL Technical Adivisor on 
antennas and author of many articles. His 
talk on T.R.N. has been arranged on behalf 
of all Canadian amateurs by the Canadian 
Radio Relay League (CRRL). A complete and 
up to date list of the gateway stations 
providing access to T.R.N. programs is 
maintained in the Compuserve "Hamnet" X1@ 
database. This, and information on 
linking repeaters into the net, may also 
be obtained:-by writing the net manager, 
Rich Whiting, W@TN at 4749 Diane Dr., 
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343. Please 
enclose an s.a.s.e. with your inquiry. 


and Frequency 


Q This list (released May 14, 1984) shows the last call 
1984 


sign in each group to 
be assigned for each district, as of the first of May i 


Radio District Group D 
Novice 

KA@SUJ 
KALLSF 


ODHNAnAFWNHHD 


N. Mariana Is. 


uam 
Johnston Is. 
Midway Is. 

Hawaii 

Kure Is. 
Amer Samoa 
Wake Wilkes Peale 
Alaska 

Virgin Is. 

Puerto Rico 


WH6AZT 


WH8AAO 
WH9AAB 
WL7BDL 
WP2ADW 
WP4DKF 
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@ ARRL and AMSAT have formally proposed 
to NASA that Tony England, W@ORE, be per- 
mitted to operate an Amateur Radio sta- 
tion on his shuttle flight next March. In 
a letter to NASA Public Affairs Director 
Frank S. Johnson, Jr., ARRL President 
Larry Price, W4RA, and AMSAT President Tom 
Clark, W3IWI, stated that the goal of the 
proposal was to involve as many amateurs 
as possible. They also noted that "this 
proposal is an ideal vehicle for bringing 
many of the American youth into direct 
contact with the space program through the 
use Of school club stations." 

The proposal calls for W@ORE to use 
2-meter equipment identical to that used 
by W5LFL on STS-9. England has expressed 
a desire to make QSOs with school club 
stations. The proposal. also: suggests a 
10-meter downlink that will carry 
received 2-meter audio and SSTV pictures 


generated within the orbiter. NASA is 
expected to respond to  the_ proposal 
shortly. 


G Space Shuttle audio from the STS-41D 
mission will be. retransmitted by _ the 
Goddard Amateur Radio Club, WA3NAN, 
beginning approximately one hour before 
launch time, aie continue until the 
shuttle lands. Launch of the Discover 
is scheduled for 8 a.m. EDT, June 19.) 

Interested persons in the Washington, 
DC area will be able to listen to shuttle 
communications on 147.45 MHz. GARC will 
also re-transmit shuttle audio on a maxi- 
mum of three HF frequencies at a time: 
3860, 7185, 14295, 21390 and 28650 kHz. 
The primary frequency will be 3860 kHz. 

The re-transmission will be intermit- 
tent as dictated by the astronauts" sleep 
schedule, loss-of-signal (LOS) or acquisi- 
tion-of-signal (AOS), and WA3NAN operator 
scheduling. 

By the way, there is no Amateur Radio 
activity scheduled for this mission. 


@ Users of the latest Repeater Directory 
should note that the 6-meter band plan 
printed therein is not current. The 
latest 6-meter band plan as adopted by the 
ARRL Board of Directors appears in August 
198805 .h. vps ie. 


q Longtime QST "How's DX?" columnist Rod 
Newkirk, W9BRD, has been named to the CQ 
Magazine DX Hall of Fame in recognition of 
having "toiled in the vineyards of DX 
reporting for over 30 years." 


G@ Some time ago there was a decision by 
FCC in a Satellite Master Antenna TV 
(SMATV) matter, CSR-2347, concerning Earth 
Satellite Communications, Inc., which con- 
tained an opinion favorable to the notion 
of Federal preemption over the regulation 
of antennas. ARRL filed a request, in the 
form of "Comments on Petition for 
Clarification" to extend a declaratory 
ruling preempting the regulation of SMATV 
antennas so as to cover Amateur Radio 
antennas. In a Memorandum Opinion and 
Order released May 14, the Commission had 
this to Say: "We do not believe that 
Federal preemption of residential zoning 
ordinances is appropriate for discussion 
here. The scope of the initial proceeding 
did not include review of this issue. A 
matter..of this. complexity should be raised 
by petitioners in a separate proceeding if 
they can show that local jurisdictions are 


deliberately ‘zoning out' communications 
equipment for purposes of restricting 
national communications systems rather 


than for clearly acceptable purposes of 
local concern. This would give all 
interested parties the opportunity to file 
comments." 

The Federal Preemption Task Force is 
carefully considering the League's next 
move on this important issue. 


G@ The Special Service Club Manual has 
been sent to all SSCs, Affiliated Club 
Coordinators (ACCs) and Directors. The 
response from the field continues to be 
excellent as more and more SSC liaisons, 
officers and ACCs convey their thanks and 
congratulations to ARRL's Club Branch. 

_Please..note that. it is. a_ program 
manual designed for use by SSCs and ACCs 
in meeting their commitments. The 


Special Service Club Manual is available 
to SSCs only. If your ham radio club is 


interested in attaining SSC status, con- 
tact your section's ACC. His or her 
address is available from your Section 
Manager. 


@ FCC on May 10 announced the appoint- 
ment of an additional VEC: Region 7 - 
Boeing Employees Amateur Radio Society, 
P.0. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington 98124. 
FCC does not announce appointments until 


the organization returns the signed 
Memorandum of Agreement. There are 
several more in the pipeline, including 


three for Region 4. 
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@ ARRL will once again run the Amateur 


Radio activities at the Boy Scouts of 
America National Scout Jamboree’ July 
24-30, 1985. Leo Kluger,  WB2TRN, 


ARRL Recruitment Program Manager, will be 


in charge. This Jamboree will be held at 
FU. "ALP. “Hill sinear~- Frederieksbugae 
Virginia, the site of the 1981 Jamboree. 


The Amateur Radio staff permitted at this 
Jamboree is forty. If you know of 
licensed hams (greater preference given to 
applicants with higher license classes or 
particularly relevant talents) who wish to 


serve on the staff, have them contact 
Kluger directly. Staff are not paid and 
must, in fact, pay a fee to attend. 


Kluger will want applicants who can commit 
to being there for the entire duration -- 
no ‘part-timers will be accepted at this 
time. 


@ ARRL has asked the FCC for a temporary 
waiver of FCC Section 97.112(b) as it 
affects WI1AW, which would allow the sta- 
tion employees to make QSOs on the air 
when not transmitting bulletins or code 
practice. The request is for an initial 
one-year period, to see if interest in 
regular WLAW contacts would warrant a per- 
manent rule change. 

In general, FCC Rules’ prohibit 
operating an amateur station for any kind 
of compensation. However, the Commission 
amended the rules by a Report and Order on 
March 4, 1974 to allow paid employees to 
Operate unique bulletin and code practice 
stations such as WIAW. (97.112(b)). This 
waiver would simply take the rule-.one step 
further. 


G@ A new video tape is available from the 
ARRL Film Library. Owen Garriott's 
(W5LFL) talk at the Foothill College Space 
Science Center in California on _ his 
Amateur Radio and STS-9 experiences is 
captured on an hour-long video tape. If 
your ARRL Affiliated Club is interested in 
seeng this video tape, contact Karl 
Townsend at the Film Library and ask for 
VT-33 (VHS format only). 


G@ A commerical radio license cer- 
tification and testing program, similar to 
NABER's (see the last issue), will be 
offered by the National Association of 
Radio and Telecommunications Engineers, 
Inc. (NARTE). Interested persons should 
contact NARTE, P.0: Box 15029, Salem; 
Oregon 97309. Telephone: 503-581-3336. 


ie- participating in. this “Misctoric 
hrough the Youth Legacy Kilometer 
rogram, as the Olympic flame makes 
way from New York to Los Angeles -- 
ongest Torch Relay in Olympic 
*, The Torch Relay has been organ- 
‘ the auspices of the Los 
Olympic Organizing Committee 
AQ0C) in cooperation with and underwrit- 
n by AT&T Communications. 

Members of the Telephone Pioneers of 
merica, an AT&T organization of ham radio 
perators, have volunteered their vacation 
time to provide communications throughout 
the Torch Relay route. Two-meter FM is 
being used to coordinate and_ provide 
emergency communications. 

On May 11, three separate groups of 
hams who were with the Olympic Torch Relay 
Caravan came by to visit ARRL Hq. as the 
torch made its way through Hartford. They 
were an enthusiastic lot, even after a 
grueling first week of operation. 


G@ Temporary third-party-traffic agree- 
ments between Zimbabwe (Z2) and the U.S. 
and Hong Kong (VS6) and the U.S. will be 
in effect from July 1 through August 31, 
allowing U.S. amateurs to exchange third- 
party-traffic between the Los Angeles 
Olympic Village and the two countries. We 
hope there will be many more in response 
to an invitation from the U.S. Government 
relayed through International Telecommuni- 
cation Union (ITU) channels. 


(@ The summer months bring enhanced pro- 
pagation for VHF, especially sporadic-E. 
Although a great boon to the VHF operator, 
it is also a problem to hams who have to 
put up with the ire of disgruntled neigh- 
bors. Many a neighbor sees images flutter 
across his or her television screen and 
immediately blames that "blasted ham" next 
door, or down the street, or in the same 
county. The idea that a distant televi- 
sion station might be causing the problem 
sounds totally implausible to the non-ham 
and casting the blame that way only inten- 
sifies the neighbor's belief that the ham 
fee. ac | fault. Amateur Radio operators 
should write or call the chief engineers 
of local television stations, asking them 
to explain to the viewers that it is the 
season for enhanced VHF propagation, which 
could cause television pictures to become 
garbled, and that this is a natural, not a 
man-made, phenomenon. 


@ The Louisiana World Exposition (Mays 12 
- November 11) continues the tradition of 
recent World's Fairs, with an Amateur 
Radio exhibit. The Louisiana Amateur 
Radio Exhibition, Inc., station KSWF, will 
be open from 1500-0100 UTC. In addition 
to a complete amateur station ewe 


on display. 

Visitors from countries, syne third- 
party-traffic agreements — the: “WoSam 
will be allowed to send their mht 
relatives and . friends in.) they 


ting’ on, these modes and 
frequencies: SSTV-14230 kHz only. CW B35 
7035, 14035, 21035, 28020 kHz; -3910. 
Fpache 14265, 21365, 28600 kHz; ‘and RIT 
3590, 7090, 14090, 21090 and 28090 kHz. 

Also on the local 2-meter repeater 
frequencies: 34/94, 01/61, 16/76, 146.550 
FM simplex, and 144.200 SSB. 

A special QSL card is offered to hams 
and SWLs for an s.a.s.e. The address is 
221 Highway Drive, Metairie, Louisiana 
7012rs 


({ To commemorate the 450th anniversary 
of the discovery of Canada by Jacques 
Cartier in 1534, Canadian Amateurs may use 
the following special prefixes from June 
20; to, August, ’20: Newfoundland and 
Labrador, VAl and VA2; Maritimes, (CZ1; 
Yukon, CK1; and the rest of Canada, VY2 
through VY8. 


Q@ Field Day, June 23-24, will be an 
excellent opportunity to gain some 
favorable Amateur Radio publicity -- and 
get a 100-point bonus! 

Special Field Day packets, which 
include all forms and a Publicity Kit, are 
available from ARRL Hq. for a _  Jarge 
S.a.S.e. and 71¢ postage. 

Remember to send clippings of your FD 
activity to ARRL with your scores and 
Summary sheet. 
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